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Dear Parents and Carers,   
  
We wish you a very warm welcome to The Royal High Primary School 
nursery class. Thank you for choosing our setting for the beginning of 
your child’s learning experience. Your child is about to embark on the 
journey of a lifetime and we are here to help them grow, every step of 
the way.  
  
Our nursery is a safe and inspiring place for your child to begin their 
learning journey. Staffed with a team of highly skilled practitioners and 
surrounded by equally inquisitive peers, your child will be sure to turn 
those small steps into giant leaps before your very eyes.   
  
Starting nursery is a significant milestone for all families and we are 
sure as the key adult in your child’s life, you have many questions about 
the coming days and weeks. This pack will provide you with all of the 
information you need for the first days at nursery. We look forward to 
meeting you and your child on their first day in the coming weeks. If 
there is anything else that you would like to know, please 
speak with any member of the nursery team. We are here 
to help.   
  
With Best Wishes,   
  
The Nursery Team   

  
    



 
 
  

  
  

Vision, Values and Aims  
  

At The Royal High Nursery Class, the children and adults learn from each 
other. We are connected in our journey of learning knowledge, skills and 
values.   
  
Our vision is for every child and adult to develop the capacity to 
empathise with each other, learn from one another and ask questions 
about the world around us together. At The Royal High Nursery Class; 
together we grow.   
  
At The Royal High Nursery Class our core values are:   
  
 We are loving  
 We are kind   
 We are gentle   
 We are respectful   

We are fair   
   
We endeavor to enact these in all our interactions with each other, 
children and our parents. You’ll find these throughout our nursery 
planning and evaluations. Please ask us what these values look like in our 
setting.   
  
We aim for our children to grow into confident and able learners who 
value themselves and their place within society. They do this through 
investigation and enquiry within the confines of safe, positive and 
sustainable relationships built with our highly skilled team of 
professionals.  
  



 
 
  

  
Meet the Team  

Miss Le Tissier is our Principal and Nursery Teacher. Miss Le 
Tissier is very experienced in working with children in the early 
years and is a veteran of nursery and primary one teaching and 
learning. She loves helping children transition from nursery into 
Primary One. Miss Le Tissier works in the nursery on a Wed, 
Thurs and Friday afternoon.   
  
Miss Le Tissier especially loves making children laugh and if you 
don’t find her in the story corner making up stories then you’ll find 
her in the art area creating funny pictures of her dog.   
  
Miss Le Tissier is always inspired by working in a team to meet  

 the needs of all learners. As the leader in our nursery, Miss Le 

Anita  Tissier will be your first port of call if you need to discuss anything sensitive about your 
experience.   

Principal Teacher   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  

  
 

 
 
 My name is Miss Nicole Torrens and I am absolutely thrilled to 
be joining the Royal High Nursery team in August! Working as 
part of Edinburgh City Council’s team of Early Years teachers, my 
role will be supporting the nursery team with their delivery and 
development of high-quality Early Years provision through the 
next academic year. I have been hearing from Mrs Hazel Dunn 
and Miss Zavaroni about the Royal High Nursery’s journey over 
the last few years and it sounds like a exciting time to join the 
team! 
 
  

      Nicole 
     Early Years Teacher  

 



 
 
  

 
   
 

 
 

 
Zara is our Early Years Officer. Zara has a wealth of 
experience of working in early learning and childcare firstly as 
an Early Years Practitioner and now, Early Years Officer.   
  
Zara is passionate about early education and working with 
young children. Her passions extend to developing outdoor 
play and learning as well as safeguarding vulnerable children.   
  
Zara is second in charge at our nursery and will always be 
happy to help with anything you may need.   

   
Zara    

Early Years Officer  
  



 
 
  

 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Karyn   
Early Years  Prac titioner      
  

Karyn   is our Early Years  Practitioner  and is an integral part  
of our team.  Karyn comes with a wealth of experience and  
particularly enjoys playing outside in the garden with our  
children.    
  
 ,     
 

  

   

 

  
  
  

 
Donna Smith 
Early Years Practitioner 

 
 
 
 

Donna is our Early Years Practitioner who is an amazing 
practitioner, she has years of experience and brings lots 

of learning experiences to royal High. Donna is very 
creative and will spend lots of time supporting the 

children to become creative learners 



 
 
  

 
 
 

Other People you may know, see or speak to…  
 

  
Mrs Hazel-Dunn is our Head Teacher   

  
Mrs Evans is our Deputy Head Teacher   

  
                          Emma is our Early Years Assistants.   
  

Mrs Cox is the school administrator   
     



 
 
  

  
Things to Know  

  
Session Times  

  
Monday to Thursday 

8.30 – 16.30 
Gate opens at 15.00 

  
Snack Money   
  
The City of Edinburgh Council now pay the snack payment for all children  
attending a local authority nursery.   
  
Clothing   
  
We encourage children to get involved in play as soon as they arrive at 
nursery. This can take many forms such as muddy play, arts and crafts 
or constructions. Whatever your child is doing, you can be sure they will 
get messy. We insist that you send your child to nursery wearing older 
clothes which you don’t mind getting dirty or messy. The nursery team 
will never insist children stay indoors or do not partake in activities in 
case they get dirty.  
  
It is important that you send your child to nursery with a spare set of 
clothes in case we have accidents or get too messy.   
  
    
 
 
 



 
 
  

 
 
 
Excursions   
  
Throughout the year we have a variety of learning opportunities out with the nursery 
building. These include trips to the city farm, Botanic Gardens, local library. We will 
need parent helpers to ensure these excursions can carry on so look out for more 
information on our notice board.   
  
Learning Journals   
  
We record your child’s learning on our iPads using Book Creator. You will be 
encouraged to interact with these during drop off and pick up and we highly 
recommend having a look through with your child.   
  
Your child’s journal will be emailed to you at the end of each term for you to keep.   
  
It is necessary you return the permission slip for learning journals so that we can 
begin to record your child’s learning journey.   
    

Feedback On Learning   
  
Your child’s progress is important to us and because of this we regularly assess and 
record your child’s progress.  
  
You can find out about how your child is getting on by any of the following methods:   
  
• Engaging with your child’s Learning Journal at the front desk   
• Speaking with your keyworker   
• Attending our Stay & Play sessions   
• Attending our parent consultations (you will be notified when these are)   
• Speaking with the Principal Teacher or Early Years Officer   
  
We always encourage our families to seek feedback on learning and we are all willing 
to have this conversation whenever you feel it necessary.   
    



 
 
  

 
 
 

Parental Involvement   
  

Due to COVID-19 safety restrictions, we are not able to offer parent 
involvement in the nursery at the moment. However, in normal times, we 
strongly encourage parents to be involved with their child’s learning and 
the life of our nursery class. Please ask us about any of the methods 
below if you would like to be involved:   
  

• Stay & Play – half hour session for you to join in play with your child   
• Family Stories – share stories in your home language with a small 

group of our nursery children   
• Excursion Helpers – help us manage trips by being a parent helper   
• Nursery Improvement Parents (Nippers) – help us improve our 

nursery by helping us evaluate and implement our improvement plan.  
    

The Royal High Nursery Class is a proud endorser of ‘Every Day’s a Story Day’ as 
advocated by Early Years Scotland.     

  
Top Tips for Reading with your Child  

■ Read together every day. Little and often! Make this a warm and loving time 
when the two of you can “coorie in” and have a snuggle.   

■ Give everything a name. Build your child’s vocabulary by talking about interesting 
words and objects.   

For example, “Look at that aeroplane! Those are the wings of the plane. Why 
do you think they are called wings?”   

■ Tell your child how much you enjoy reading with him/her. Talk about “story 
time” as the favourite part of your day.   



 
 
  

Know when to stop. Put the book away for a while if your child loses interest 
or is having trouble paying attention.   

■ Be interactive. Discuss what’s happening in the book, point out things on the 
page, and ask questions.   

■ Read it again and again. Go ahead and read your child’s favourite book for 
the 100th time!  

■ Don’t forget to talk about the writing. Mention to your child how we read 
from left to right and how words are separated by spaces.   

■ Point out print everywhere. Talk about the written words you see in the 
world around you. Ask your child to find a new word on each outing.   

■ Read with fun in your voice. Read to your child with humour and 
expression. Use different voices. Be silly and embarrassing – your child will 
love it!  

  


