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About getting to school and physical distancing 

Last updated 7 July 2020 

How can my child get to and from school safely (including vulnerable children)? How 
will drop-off/pick-up be managed to maintain physical distancing? How will this work 
for nursery age children? 

Is there still a need for staggered start/collection times? 

Are parents and carers allowed to enter the playground/school building whenever 
they wish? 

Will there be support to for Safe Routes to School, to allow children and young 
people to walk/cycle to school safely? Where you can’t pass others safely on paths 
to school, will the Council put infrastructure in place? 

How will schools give medication to children who need it during the school day while 
observing any physical distancing? 
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How can my child get to and from school safely (including vulnerable 
children)? How will drop-off/pick-up be managed to maintain physical 
distancing? How will this work for nursery age children?  

There may be staggered drop off and pick up times where needed along with 
potential alternative entrances. Schools will advise of measures to support physical 
distancing at these times. We are looking at council transport for children who need 
this as part of planning for returning on 12 August 2020. We will give you further 
advice on this as soon as possible. 

Is there still a need for staggered start/collection times? 

Not if the virus is supressed and we are at 100% school occupancy as physical 
distancing will not be required by pupils. If we are at 50%, this will be required. 

Are parents and carers allowed to enter the playground/school building 
whenever they wish? 

This will be clarified nearer to when schools open. If physical distancing is still 
required by adults (but not pupils), it is unlikely this would be permitted. 
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Will there be support to for Safe Routes to School, to allow children and young 
people to walk/cycle to school safely? Where you can’t pass others safely on 
paths to school, will the Council put infrastructure in place? 

We are encouraging Parent Councils to become involved in reducing the number of 
cars attempting to come near schools and to develop active travel plans for children. 

How will schools give medication to children who need it during the school 
day while observing any physical distancing? 

Medication will generally be administered as normal. Schools will follow advice from 
NHS Lothian regarding some procedures that should not be undertaken in school. 
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