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A Warm Welcome 

 
We wish a very warm welcome to all of our brand new Primary One boys 

and girls, and of course to their families. You are about to embark on a 

very important transition in your child’s life and we are delighted that 

this will happen with us, at our wonderful school, The Royal High 

Primary School.  

 

At The Royal High Primary School, we put child development at the heart 

of what we do. This means that your child will grow and learn in an 

environment which is nurturing, safe and supportive. At The Royal High 

Primary School, we have high expectations of all of our learners and this 

starts right at the very beginning.  

 

We hope that this information booklet helps you to feel informed, relaxed 

and enthusiastic about your child’s time with us.  

 

Included in this booklet is information about all aspects of our excellent 

school, but we urge you to contact us if there is anything else we can 

support you with. We can always be contacted using the school 

administration email address where all communications are forwarded 

to relevant member of the Senior Leadership Team. Our contact email 

address is admin@royalhigh-pri.edin.sch.uk  

  

We look forward to meeting you and your child in the very near future.  

 

With the kindest, and most excited of regards,  

 

The Early Level Team  

 

 

mailto:admin@royalhigh-pri.edin.sch.uk


Starting Primary One 

 
We aim to ensure a smooth transition between Nursery and Primary 1 so 

that our pupils feel safe, secure, and excited about starting school.    

 

Information about your child’s learning, and Nursery experience, is 

passed on to the school to allow their new teacher to build on previous 

learning.  Though there will not be the opportunity to visit your school 

before starting in August, we will be sending you information and videos 

so that some of our school becomes more familiar.  

 

You can help your child get ready for school by talking about school in a 

positive way.  Talk to them about the good things that will happen and 

all the interesting things they will be able to do.  Older brothers and 

sisters can help too, and there are many great children’s stories about 

starting school.  

 

Include your child in the preparations, such as buying a new school bag 

and uniform, labelling uniform etc.  It is important to stress the 

similarities to Nursery, rather than emphasizing what will be 

different.  Much of what happens in school will be very similar to their 

experiences in Nursery.    

 

We have included a leaflet in this pack which offers some tips on 

preparing your little one for coming to school.  

   
 

 
 
 



Meet the Team 

 
There are many important people who make our school as wonderful as 

it is and when your child comes to school, they will be supported by their 

class teacher, pupil support assistants, cooks in the kitchen and our 

school janitor.  

 

In normal circumstances your child will have had the opportunity to meet 

their teacher before coming to school in August. This will not be possible 

this year, however, very soon our August Primary One teachers will be 

uploading videos of a warm welcome, reading stories and talking about 

school for your child to become more familiar with their teacher.  

 

On our school website, www.royalhigh-pri.org , you will find a list of our 

school staff. As soon as we are able, we will communicate with you who 

your child’s class teacher will be, and which class they will be in.  
 

 

  

http://www.royalhigh-pri.org/


The Senior Leadership Team are very involved in the life of the school and your 

children will see them a lot over the course of their time with us. Our Senior 

Leadership Team are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Mrs Hazel-Dunn is our Headteacher. When your child first begins 

school, Mrs Hazel-Dunn will be there to warmly welcome you to our 

wonderful school.  

 

Mrs Hazel-Dunn is very friendly and approachable, if you ever need 

or want to speak with her you will be able to find her at the front of 

the school.  

 

As well as leading the school, Mrs Hazel-Dunn is responsible for 

the pastoral care and leadership of P5-P7 

 

Mrs Evans is our Depute Headteacher and she will also be 

a friendly face to welcome you to our school. Mrs Evans 

deputises whenever Mrs Hazel-Dunn is not in school and 

can be contacted via the school office.  

 

As well as leading with her own area of school 

improvement, Mrs Evans is responsible for pastoral care 

and leadership of P2-P4 

 

Miss Le Tissier is our Principal Teacher with 

responsibility for the leadership and care of Early Level – 

Nursery and P1. 

 

Miss Le Tissier will usually be found either in a P1 

classroom as class teacher, or in the Nursery across the 

playground.  

 

Miss Le Tissier is very happy to chat to you about any of 

your queries or concerns at the beginning and end of every 

day.  

 

Miss Stewart is our Development Officer. Miss Stewart’s 

main responsibility is to support our pupils to settle into 

school.  

 

Miss Stewart has a nurture remit this year which means 

that she spends time with our whole school in classes and 

in small groups to support them to feel safe, nurtured and 

supported in their learning.  

 

Always a friendly smile away from happiness, Miss 

Stewart especially likes to spend time with the children!   



Our Curriculum 

 
All Scottish schools follow the Curriculum for Excellence.  

 

What is Curriculum for Excellence?  

 

Aim  

Curriculum for Excellence is intended to help children and young people gain the 

knowledge, skills and attributes needed for life in the 21st century, including skills 

for learning, life and work.  

 

Purpose  

Its purpose is often summed up as helping children and young people to become:  

• Successful learners   

• Confident individuals  

• Responsible citizens  

• Effective contributors.  

 

What is the curriculum and what does it include?  

Curriculum for Excellence is designed to achieve a transformation in education in 

Scotland by providing a coherent, more flexible and enriched curriculum from 3 to 18. 

The term curriculum is understood to mean - everything that is planned for children 

and young people throughout their education, not just what happens in the 

classroom.  

 

Curriculum for Excellence includes four contexts for learning:  

• Curriculum areas and subjects  

• Interdisciplinary learning  

• Ethos and life of the school  

• Opportunities for personal achievement.   

 

Curriculum areas  

There are eight curriculum areas through which your child will learn and develop. 

These areas are Expressive Arts, Health & Wellbeing, Language & Literacy, 

Numeracy & Mathematics, Technologies, Social Studies, Sciences, Religious and 

Moral Education. 

  

 

 

   
 
 

 



Rationale  

 

At The Royal High Primary School, we believe that Early Level, the first 

of our 3-18 Curriculum, should offer continuity and familiarity with the 

nursery experiences of our children. Consequently, we offer a Learning 

Through Play approach to learning and teaching in Primary One.  

 
Learning Through Play  

 

At the beginning of Primary One, your child will spend a lot of their day 

playing in the classroom. Our P1 classrooms are resources much like then 

nursery setting, with a range of interesting and engaging opportunities 

to learn through play. Their teacher will use a range of interactions, 

observations and planned experiences to extend the learning of the 

children and to support this importance transition.  

 

Language and Literacy  

 

Literacy learning at the beginning of P1 looks a lot like nursery. Children 

will have the opportunity to develop their talking and listening, they will 

listen to stories, develop pre-phonics skills such as rhyme and sound. 

After the October holiday they will spend fifteen minutes a day in a small 

group learning phonics and sounds. Your child will begin to read reading 

books in class in January.  

 

Numeracy & Mathematics  

 

Much like with Literacy, your child’s learning in Numeracy begins with 

a play-based focus, which means that the children choose when and how 

to engage. Opportunities for number development in class are offered 

through construction, water and sand play, outdoor learning, counting 

games and songs. After the October holiday, your child will begin to 

engage in fifteen-minute, small group Numeracy lessons following the 

Stages of Early Arithmetic Learning (SEAL) program.   

 



Parent Partnerships  

 
  

Communicating  
 

At The Royal High Primary School, we believe that communication between parents 

and teachers is vital.  You should never feel anxious about any part of your child’s 

schooling, and we would much rather you spoke with us early, rather than leave a 

problem to grow.  Your child’s teacher will be available at the end of the day if you 

have any questions, and you can make an appointment if you would like a longer 

appointment.  
 

We hold Parent Teacher Consultations twice a year, in October when the children 

have had the chance to settle into school, and again in March.  These appointments 

are there to focus primarily on the progress your child is making, and we would ask 

that if you have any big concerns that you make a separate meeting to discuss this.  

At the start of Primary 1, we will invite you to a series of workshops to help you find 

out about the different methods of teaching we use, and how you can develop these 

at home.  
 

Our school also have their own Twitter page for you to follow with school updates. 

You can follow us by searching for @RHPSWholeschool and click the blue follow 

button.  

  

Valuing  

You know your child better than anyone else, and we appreciate what you have to 

say.  We would love to hear about any special interests your child has, and we 

encourage you to send in any photographs, awards or stories that can be shared with 

the class.  If your child tells you that they are having any difficulties, talk it over with 

their teacher, as you will know things that might help the teacher solve the 

problem.  We want pupils to be aware of the positive relationships between home and 

school, as we are all adults that they trust.  

  

Involving  

You have taught your child some of the most important things they know.  We would 

like you to continue to feel involved in their education.  Here are some of the ways we 

can offer you involvement in the work we do in school:  

• help your child with any homework that is brought home  

• speak to your child’s teacher about coming to school as a parent helper  

• join the Parent Council, who also have their own Twitter and Facebook group 

@ParentsofRHPS  

• volunteer to help on school trips and special events  

• come to school events – there are many, and you are always most welcome.  

   
 



Our Daily Routine  
 

Routines will differ slightly between classes and teachers, but the daily routine will 

look something like this:  

 

8:55am -  Moring Bell - Children line up, teacher collects them, come to the 

classroom and play freely. The teacher will take the register and 

lunches while the children play. Throughout this time the teacher 

will interact with the children, join in their play, read a story, 

take them outside. 

  

10.15 -  Snack Time – The children will eat their snack in class and then 

get ready for playtime which happens outside in the infant 

playground.  

  

10.30 -  Playtime – The class go outside to play in the playground. They 

can play with balls, skipping ropes and hula hoops.  

  

10.45 -  Story time – To help settle back after playtime, the children will 

listen to a story from their teacher. Then they will play again in 

the classroom. Here the teacher will engage small groups of 

children in games focused around rhyming, sounds and stories. 

They may be encouraged to draw or write their ideas.  

 

12.00 -  Lunch time – The class will go for lunch in the dinner hall. They 

will wash their hands first of all and be lead by their teacher and 

supported to get their lunch and find a table.  

  

1.00– 3.00  Afternoons – All of the afternoons vary in the activities the 

children will do. They will have the opportunity to explore more 

messy play such as STEM activities and access the wildlife 

garden and quad outdoors. Play activities here can be a mix of 

free play extended by the teacher or planned learning with an 

active focus.  

 

On Fridays, children go home at 12.20 and all Primary One children are entitled to a 

packed lunch to take home.  
 
As the weeks go on, the teacher will begin to introduce Phonics and Numeracy 

lessons; these will always happen in small groups while the rest of the class play and 

will never be for more than fifteen minutes.   

 



Things to Remember  

 
1.  Please name all your child’s clothes.  This saves a lot of time after PE lessons when clothes 

can go missing.  It is much easier to pair up trousers strewn in the book corner or vests lost 

in the sand pit with their owner if they have been clearly labelled.   

  

2. Please remember to send reading folders to school each day.  These will not be coming 

home for a few weeks into the new term, but will include Home School Planners, notes and 

reading books.    

  

3. Please follow our ‘no snacks in packs’ policy.  Here at The Royal High Primary, we are a 

Health Promoting School, and we ask that you send in fruit or vegetables for snack time only, 

in named tubs if necessary.  

  

4. Please dress your child in uniform every day.  This helps everyone to feel part of the school 

community.  

  

5. Please provide your child with a PE kit.  This consists of a change of t-shirt, shorts and 

gym shoes.  Most children wear black gym rubbers that are sold in supermarkets, etc.  Please 

ensure all items of PE kit are labelled and put in a suitable bag with your child’s name on it.    

  

6. Please alert us in advance of your child’s absence.  You can do this by telephoning the 

school first thing in the morning to let us know why your child is absent, and/or by brief note 

or e-mail.  This helps us to keep our registers up to date, and saves unnecessary phone calls.  

  

7. Please make sure your child arrives for school on time every day.  Regularly arriving late 

for school can be unsettling for children, and they can miss vital learning time.  

  

8. Please do not send toys to school.  We are really lucky in that we have classrooms full of 

toys and fun things to learn and play with.  We don’t want any special toys getting lost or 

broken.  This includes pencil cases – all the stationery your child needs will be available in 

the classroom.  

  

9. Please feel free to send bikes and scooters to school.  We encourage our children to stay 

active, and we have parking for scooters and bikes available at school.  

  

10. Please send your child to school dressed appropriately for the weather.  We will use our 

outdoor spaces for learning each day, regardless of the weather.  So please send your child 

dressed to suit the weather, whether this be raincoat, wellies or sun cream (or all three!)  

  

11. Please don’t worry if your child doesn’t tell you anything about their day.  Some children 

are very keen to talk about their day at school, others will not share a great deal or even say 

they did nothing!  The latter will certainly not be the case.  

  

12. Please keep in touch!  Let us know about your child’s achievements out of school, special 

events that are coming up, or even let us know if they’ve not had the best morning before 

school – all of these things help us to plan and care for your child accordingly.  

  



School Uniform Policy  

 
At The Royal High Primary School, we strive to create a sense of 

belonging, we take pride in our school. As a community, we firmly insist 

that all children wear a school uniform. Our uniform is detailed below 

and we will get order forms out to you as soon as possible.  

 

General:  

- Red or white polo shirt  

- White school shirt and school tie  

- Red crewneck sweatshirt for P1-P6  

- Black crewneck sweatshirt for P7  

- Black or red V-neck jumper or sleeveless pullover  

- Black or grey trousers (NB Not sweat trousers)  

- Black or grey shorts  

- Black leggings  

- Black or grey skirt or pinafore  

- Red and white gingham dresses (Infants)  

 

Footwear:  

- School shoes, black trainers or black boots (NB no sport or 

football trainers permitted). 
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