
 

 
 

RHPS Parent Council 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

Minutes 
14th June 2016 

Staffroom 8.15 – 9.15pm  
 

Agenda Item Detail Decision Action 

Welcome & 
Attendees 

• Willie French (Head Teacher) 
• Becky Entwistle 
• Gordon Kaye (Chair) 
• George Callaghan 
• Jenni Salton (Secretary) 
• Lynsey Bryne 
• Shirley Anderson 
• Elaine McNaught 
• Rob Luke (Vice Chair) 
• Caroline Steele 
• Heather Tubb (Treasurer) 
• Beverley Klein 
• Sue Hardman 
• Rebecca McCombe 
• Catriona Todd (observing Clerk role)  

n/a n/a 

 



 

Apologies • Eileen Callaghan 
• Graeme Blaikie 
• Shona MacDonald 
• Donna Morgan 
• Caroline Kaye 
• Juliet Aspley 

n/a n/a 
 

Minutes of last 
meeting 

Approved n/a n/a 

 



 

Chair's Report  Thanks offered to the fundraising group for all of their efforts. 
Really are the heart of all we do. 
Thanks also to all PC members and especially our office 
bearers. 
Has been a quieter year this year on the PC side of things and 
hopefully that's  a good sign that there has not been a lot off 
issues.  One of our main focuses has been on the parking 
issues around the school.  Although this hasn't been solved we 
have managed to get the police, traffic wardens and local 
councillors down to the school and efforts are on-going to try to 
address the on-going issues.  
It has also been a good year in terms of Becky's work to raise 
our profile on social media and this has been great for 
engaging more parents beyond the PC members. 
There have also been improvements made to the website and 
thanks goes to Brian for his on-going work in this regard. 
The growing area has been a great success and its great that 
teachers are now really embracing it and we are seeing the 
children start to make use of and enjoy the space. 
 
Thanks were given to Willie French for his hard work and for 
embracing the various activities/events etc. put on by the PC 
with enthusiasm. 
 
Gordon then presented the sub groups report on the work they 
have been involved with over the past year: 
 
Fundraising Sub Group Update 
 
Meetings : - every month during term time 
No meetings in place for the rest of this academic year next 
meeting August/September 2016 

n/a n/a 

 



 

This Academic Year August 2015-July 2016 - Events 
• Growing area funding started to be spent in 

August-October then worked stopped for winter and 
re-started in March. Rolled out to teachers in May.  

• Halloween disco 29th October ran in partnership with 
Oscars after school club. Added scary stories in quad. 
This was a great success, over 170 children attended. 
Profit £316.96 

• Helped with whole school Christmas Card design. 
Emma donated all cards to school and all profit went 
directly to the school over £900. This was the first time of 
doing this and it was successful.  

• 5th December 2015 Christmas fair - huge success 
£1766.22 profit 

• Burns Ceildh 22nd January, Laurie kindly played for the 
evening.  Many families attended and this event was a 
great success. Children sang, danced, commentated 
and read poetry. This was a social event rather than a 
main fundraiser. £155 profit.  

• Helped serve tea and coffee and sell cakes at Vals 
gymnastics show. 6/5/16 

• 12th May Hawaiian disco in partnership with Oscars 
after school club. Sold ice poles and shades, it was fab. 
£247.60 

• Saturday 4th June, Summer Fair, football tournament 
and car boot. Fab weather, over £700 profit. 

• Friday 10th June supported clean up day for 
Baronscourt Park with many pupils 

 
Up & Coming Events 
 

 



 

• P1 Induction evening 20th June 7pm, PC to purchase 
wine and nibbles, Jenni will talk about PC and Caroline 
to do a slide show about fundraising. 

• Lego after school club starting. 
• Voluntary day in growing area on August 23rd possibly 

20 employees from Lloyds organised through Sarah. 
• Whole school event – Circus Starz 

 
Ongoing Projects 

• Working with Brian to keep school website up to date 
and make sure parents know where to access 
information. Look it up it has lots of wonderful pictures of 
the kids. 

• We (Donna) liaises with and advertises the RAG BAG 
TEXTILE BANK in the playground at the front of the 
school. This is regularly raising funds and increasing 
recycling and was included as work towards the schools 
eco 5 flag 

• We recycle school uniforms and have a rail that is 
accessible at the front of the school. Helping towards the 
eco flag, we have raised £268.40 this year. 

• Easyfundraising - raise funds for the Parent Council 
while you internet shop, check this page on the website. 
We have raised £75.53 this year. We need to promote 
this more. 

• Email address - rhpsparents@gmail.com we are 
collecting email addresses of parents to keep everyone 
informed about what we are up to. Hope to get all the 
new P1 parents at the induction. 

 



 

• Working on publicising events and parent council 
through school newsletters, email and website. 

• Neighbourhood Partnership funding will be re-applied 
for.  

• Facebook page and Twitter page are regularly 
updated by Becky. Check them out. 

 
Purchased 

• Curricular French for P1-5  
• £187.20 Raffle prize for P3 from 2014/15 bouncy 

obstacle course 
• Commonwealth games notice board £108 
• Growing area (£2000 from funding application plus £300 

from PC) some budget still to spend. Seating area, mud 
kitchen, music station, planters, paint, earth, compost, 
stones, bat houses, mini beast pent house, mini beast 
trap doors, utensils for gardening, water butt, bird 
houses, cement, seeds etc.  

• From the growing area project, den making equipment, 
outdoor sitting area in quad, paint for all planters and 
seats around school 

• 3 large table and chair picnic benches for the quad 
• £623.23 on playground equipment chosen by the pupils 
• 3 sessions of racquet sports for P6 & P7 at Abercorn 

Tennis Courts 
• £491.78 nursery match funding. This has purchased a 

mural in there shed, books and paint.  
• Money given to school for air pump etc for fish tank at 

school entrance.  
• 90 medals and 2 trophies for the football tournament 

held during the summer fair £110.40 
 

 



 

Purchases in the future 
• Toilets decorated and hand dryers £200 
• Whole school event £1700 
• Funding application for growing area if we are successful 

 
  

Treasurer’s 
Report 

£6379.99 balance as per bank statement on 31st March 2016. 
Audited by Michael Gibson 26/5/16 
 
Thanks to Mike Gibson for auditing our accounts again this 
year. 

n/a Jenni will attach with 
these minutes and add 
to the PC web pages  

 

 



 

Head Teacher’s 
Report prepared 
for Annual 
General Meeting 
Tuesday 14th 
June 2016 
 

I have nearly completed my first full session at The Royal High 
Primary School and I now feel very familiar with the school and 
the local community. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remark on some 
significant aspects of Session 2015/16. 
 
School Priorities: 
 

• Automaticity – we have been focusing on the importance 
of oral number fact recall and the importance of this 
strategy. Research has proven that children require 
automatic recall of number facts before they leave 
primary school. The children’s understanding and ability 
to recall number facts has improved over the course of 
the year. 

• ‘1 in 5’ Raising Awareness of Poverty – all stakeholders 
in our community engaged in this pilot. Children, parents 
and staff engaged in workshops to raise awareness and 
to explore ways in which we can minimise stigma and 
help families who may be living below the poverty line. 
We are mindful of the cost of the school day and the 
charges expected of parents. We are trying to reduce 
these charges. We recycle uniform, we have dropped 
the £15 annual levy and we are mindful of events like 
‘non uniform’ days which may place families under 
pressure. Our parent focus group contributed some 
excellent ideas. The Royal High Primary was one of five 
primary schools to participate. Our work contributed and 
was included in a city wide conference and the project is 
now being rolled out to all schools in the city. 

• Pupil Progress Report Card – in September 2015, 
parents were invited to contribute their opinions on the 

n/a N/a 

 



 

format of reporting to parents. The teaching staff spent 
some weeks amending the progress report format to 
meet the needs expressed by the parents: shorter and 
more focussed, and specific areas to be commented 
upon. Parents and pupils will receive this shortly and it 
will be interesting to evaluate the response. 

• Oxford Reading Tree Materials – you may be aware that 
our core reading scheme at P.1 to P.3 is the Oxford 
Reading Tree. We have reviewed our reading resources 
and identified that what was being used did not always 
provide continuity and progression. We have invested 
significantly in Oxford Reading Resources from P.4 to 
P.7 that will ensure coherence and continuity. These 
resources will be introduced at the beginning of Session 
2016/17. 

 
Sport and the Arts 
I am very keen to increase the number of sporting and arts 
opportunities in school. However, I am very happy with what we 
have achieved this year: 
 
Sport 

• Yoga in Nursery 
• Tae Kwon Do in Nursery 
• Dance in P.1 to P.3 
• Tae Kwon Do taster sessions 
• Judo taster sessions 
• P.4 football team 
• Basketball Team 
• P.7 football team 
• Cross Country running team 
• P.6 Games at the Hub – judo and basketball 
• P.7 sportshall athletics 

 



 

• P.6 and P.7 Interscholastics Team 
• P.6 Beach Games 
• P.6 and P.7 racquet sports at Abercorn Sports Club 

 
Arts 

• Violin group 
• Guitar group 
• Ukulele Group 
• Clarsach Group 
• P.5 to P.7 Choir 
• Infant Nativity 
• Class assemblies 
• Art Exhibition 
• Christmas Card designs 
• End of session talent show 

 
Evaluation Calendar 
With support from Eileen Forrest, Deputy Head Teacher, the 
effectiveness of the school’s performance is evaluated as 
follows: 

• Personal Review and Development – November 
• Learning Log Reviews – February and May 
• Weekly Planner Review – December and March 
• Shared Classroom Experience – January and April 
• Pupil Conversations – November, February and May 
• Open Mornings – November and May 

 
Finally, I have to commend the work of the Parent Council. The 
support provided to the school has been outstanding: 

• Funded French lessons 
• Hallowe’en Disco 
• Christmas Fair 
• Family Scots’ Night/Ceilidh 

 



 

• Spring Hawaiian Disco 
• Summer Fair 
• The Growing Area 
• Furniture for the Quad 
• Nursery Grounds Development 

 
In Session 2016/17 we will: 

• Be providing new nursery provision 
• Increasing nursery staff 
• Introducing Modern Languages 1+2 
• Reviewing Homework Policy 
• Looking at systems to improve tracking and monitoring 
• The provision, teaching and learning of spelling 
• Health and well-being 

 

 



 

Election of 
Office Bearers 

Gordon vacated the Chair and handed over to Shirley 
Anderson to coordinate proceedings: 
 
Since we now have a new Clerk who will take minutes at future 
meetings it was agreed that the Vice Chair Role could be 
combined with the role of the Secretary. 

Chair:  Gordon Kaye  
 

Vice Chair/Temp 
Secretary: Becky Entwistle 

 
Treasurer:  Heather Tubb  

 
PC Members for 2016/17: 

Caroline Kaye 
Jenni Murray 

Graeme Blaikie 
Shona MacDonald 

Sue Hardman 
George Callaghan 

Lynsey Bryne 
Shirley Anderson 
Elaine McNaught 

Rob Luke  
Caroline Steele 
Beverley Klien 

Rebecca McCombe 

Jenni to add details of 
new Office Bearers 
and PC Members to 
the PC web pages 

 
Jenni to meet with 
Becky to hand over 
Secretary role/email 

account etc. 

Agreement of 
meeting dates 

for 2016/17 cycle 

The following dates were agreed: 
30th August 2016 
25th October 2016 
13th December 2016 
28th February 2017 
25th April 2017 
13th June 2017 (short standard meeting followed by AGM) 
 

n/a Jenni to complete the 
lets booking form and 
forward to Caroline K 
to add event dates (if 
known).  This is then 
sent to Brian/Emil to 
approve before 
forwarding to the 
Council  

 



 

Date of Next 
AGM 

13th June 2017, 7.30pm Staffroom 
 

n/a Becky to circulate 
draft agenda and 

request for items 2 
weeks prior to the 

meeting 
 

 


