
 
RHPS Parent Council Minutes 

28th February 2017 
Staff room  7:30 - 9pm 

Agenda Item Detail Decision Action

Welcome and 
Attendees

● PC Anthony Keane (Ant) - local 
community officer 

● Beverly Klein 
● Gordon Kaye 
● Becky Entwistle 
● George Callaghan 
● Elaine McNaught 
● Jenny Hunt 
● Rob Luke 
● Willie French 
● Tania Evans 
● Rebecca McCombe 
● Andrew O’Brien 
● Shirley Anderson 
● Lindsey Burns

Apologies ● Heather Tubbs 
● Lynsey Stewart 
● Mrs Weston 
● Jenni Murray 

Minutes of the last 
meeting and matters 
arising

Most points will be covered throughout the 
meeting. 

Minutes approved Becky to update on website 
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Road safety issues - PC 
Ant Keane attending

Huge thank you to Ant for coming in to 
discuss the issues and offer his support and 
guidance. 
Ant is the Community beat officer for the 
local community and schools within the 
Craigmillar and Portobello area.  

He is aware of the ongoing issues with 
regards to parking and speeding.  

George and Willie recently met with Lorna 
and were assured that they would hear 
back with regards to plans going forward 
however still nothing has come from their 
meeting.  
Ant has agreed to now take over and push 
Lorna to introduce speed gun training and 
then use these in the area.  
Can the police get involved if the incidents 
are involving repeat offenders?   

Since looking after the whole community 
from October 2016, Ant is seeing a lot of 
progress and can start to run the 
initiatives. The area is now a 20mph zone 
as per the new Edinburgh Council 20MPH 
Saves Lives initiative.  

http://edinburghcouncil.maps.arcgis.com/
apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=ca131eddb0084197b160edbbad2ca8c7 

Ant will ensure that this speed limit is 

Ant to pop into the school at 
peak times and identify the 
main issues, start to take note 
of the main offenders and 
regularly keep an eye on the 
area.  
Ant will update on any progress 
made in the council for flashing 
lights and speed guns.  
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Feedback regarding 
the new tablets - Mrs 
Weston

All the tablets are now used by all the 
children in the school and P5 have 
responsibility for charging the tablets after 
use. 
Huge thank you to Mrs Weston for taking on 
the role – they seem to be a great addition 
to class lessons and very positive feedback 
from the pupils and teachers.  
They will be great for school events and in 
particular the Circus starz, there will be 
allocated time for the children to use these 
to take pictures during the event.

Regular update on how the 
tablets are being used and if 
they are successful – Mrs 
Weston
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Community Centre & 
Library may be under 
threat - Beverley Klein

There is new legislation, The Community 
Enablement Act, which allows for public 
assets, like the community centre or 
library, to be be run by or taken into some 
kind of 'ownership/operational 
management' by members of the 
community who want to run them or used 
as something else completely. Proposals 
currently under consideration mean that 
our library could possibly be closed and/or 
incorporated into Northfield/ Willowbrae 
community centre.  A feasibility study is to 
be undertaken by the University of 
Edinburgh and a consultation is on the 
cards too. 
The general view of the meeting was that 
this would not be good for the community 
and we need try and stop this from 
happening, if that is the mood of the 
parent forum.  
Comments included the view that the 
library can't be incorporated as they run a 
full programme there already, as does the 
Community Centre. Beverley reported that 
a senior council official had met with the 
Community Centre's management 
committee and admitted that the actual 
floorspace may expose limitations to the 
proposal but there may be an additional 
construction to the community centre, if 
required.  The library hours are due to be 
further cut which means that the building's 
viability is limited and the council may 

Bev to produce a brief 
summary of what is happening 
and the concerns of the 
community. 

George to send out letters to 
all the councillors to express 
the opinions of the community
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Update from Circus 
Starz event - Becky

The dates are now all set so the event will 
take place on Tuesday 23rd May – Friday 26th 
May. The Summer Fair will also take place 
on the Friday 26th in the afternoon. We will 
get these dates out to parents as soon as 
possible to allow them to get the time off 
when required.  

Caroline, Jenni and Heather are putting 
together the timetable of events as we 
speak so this will be available to see soon. 

Pupils have been asked to design their own 
logo for the event which will be shortlisted 
and one will be chosen.  

It would be great if we can get some 
coverage of the event from the media. We 
have had good connections with STV in past 
events, would be good to see if they can 
come. 

Willie to speak to various 
media sources to see if they 
are interested in covering the 
event. 

Dates to go out to parents 
ASAP. 

Caroline will send out 
timetable of activities very 
shortly.
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Feedback from the 
Burns night ceilidh - 
Becky

Great feedback from the ceilidh, as always 
this was very well attended and the 
numbers are growing every year.  

£160 was raised on the door and snacks on 
the evening.  

Used the new fold out tables for the first 
time since buying them and they worked 
very well. They made a huge difference 
when setting up and clearing up at the 
end, saved a lot of time.  

Willie concluded that the atmosphere was 
brilliant and hopes this will be a regular 
event.  
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Update from School 
Library - Jenny Hunt

The two recent open days went down very 
well. The children were very engaged and 
all wanted to borrow books which is very 
positive. There were 165 books issued 
which was up massively on before.  
Jenny would like to see more classes using 
the library, P3 are using it a lot, so it would 
be good to see other classes follow in their 
footsteps.  
There were a few suggestions for other 
books to be added – Jenny will ask about to 
see if anyone has these books that they 
could lend to the library.  
Jenny given the go ahead from PC to buy 
the books on the list to add to the library – 
it would be great to see more children 
enjoying to read in their own time.  
Fiction has been the main focus recently 
but Jenny would also like to update the 
nonfiction section, this may require more 
funding.  

The main plan for the future is to refresh 
the library, design a new layout that makes 
it more interesting and welcoming to the 
children, update the books and remove any 
that have not been read in the last 4/5 
years. It would be great to develop a good 
reading culture, so parent and teacher 
involvement would be really helpful.  

Huge thank you to Jenny for all her help 
with the library and the open days which 

PC have decided to fund more 
books that have been 
requested from the children.  

Jenny would like to see more 
class time allocated to the 
library and to promote an 
enjoyable reading culture 
within the school. 
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Update on the Quad/
growing area - Lynsey 
Stewart

Update from Lynsey on the Quad area:  

1. The classes were asked about 
preferences for new equipment in the 
quad, and from the responses, the clear 
winners were a trampoline or climbing 
frame.  The younger children also 
suggested a den, which might be nice.  

2. Ian (artist) will be coming in to work 
with P7B on 16th March to design a mural, 
using his own ideas mixed with ideas from 
the children from all stages.  For interest, 
the suggestions were…  

Elmer the elephant; nocturnal animals e.g. 
hedgehog, badger etc; Love heart with 
class names in it e.g. P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, 
P6, P7)thistles; Pokémon; garden; poppy; 
school logo - we can add this on a sign so 
not really needed.; Stars: ‘Aim High for the 
Royal High’; Ladybird; Emoji 

These will be hung on the outside of the 
gym windows, facing the growing area.  

3. Noel, who was going to help each year 
group create interactive signs for the 
growing area, has postponed for now, and 
we will hopefully rearrange another date 
for this soon.   

4. Caroline is coming to work with P4A this 
week in the growing area.  With the 
children, we will come up with suggestions 

 

See Facebook page for photos 
and updates. 

https://www.facebook.com/
RHPSparentcouncil/
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Pupil absence 
automated text system 
- can it be reviewed?

There have been a few problems with the 
automated text system where it has texted 
parents and they are given the wrong 
number to phone to make sure their child 
is in school. 
Timing of the texts seem to be the biggest 
issue as parents are texted very far into 
the day despite the registers being taken 
first thing.  
Parents feel that a text should be with 
parents before 10am if their child is 
missing.  

Willie to follow up on this to see what is 
going on with the system and to see what 
can be done to sort this. 

Willie to follow up on the 
timing issues. 

Whole school letters - 
one per family?

Parents will now receive one letter per 
family which avoids duplicates.  
Can and email list still be in use as well? 
Lots of parents don’t actually receive 
anything as their child may lose the letter, 
don’t give it to their parents so an email 
would avoid this. 
People can choose to opt out of the list if 
they don’t wish to receive an email. 

Happy to try out the email list 
and opt out option to see if this 
makes parents happier and 
more likely to receive the 
newsletter. 
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AOCB & DONM The dinner hall issue – the council has 
reacted very quickly on this, surveyors 
were called in straight away to look at the 
work, undertake estimate and present it to 
finance.  
Due to health and safety of the cracks, the 
work will be done immediately. 
There have been various provisions in place 
to allow children have their lunch in 
comfort, some are eating in classrooms, 
some in the quad when the weather is 
nice.  
The work shouldn’t take longer than two 
weeks and everything will be back up and 
running again.   

P7 camp away trip – PC have agreed to 
subsidise one child. £150 will be given to 
make sure a child does not miss out.  

Chess – George has requested some money 
from PC to purchase more chess boards. 
The ones he has seen are not too 
expensive, £50/60 would be enough to buy 
6 boards. All members of PC in favour of 
donating the money for this. The club will 
start after the Easter Holidays – P4-7 
Emil’s proposal – he is asking PC if they 
would donate money to buy a defibrillator 
for the school.  This can be very pricy but 
is very important and in most cases life 
saving. He is fully trained in using one and 
would like to see one in the school 

PC will donate £150 for one 
child to go on the P7 trip away 
to help his family out.  

PC agreed to George’s request 
for Chess boards.  
George to come back with 
exact price of these.  

Look to the Fundraising team 
to see if they would be willing 
to have another fundraising 
event which is purely focused 
on buying a defibrillator. Becky 
to update with feedback from 
the fundraising team at the 
next meeting. 
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