
 

 
RHPS Parent Council Minutes 

25th October 2016 
Staff room  7:30 - 9pm 

 
Agenda Item Detail Decision Action 

Welcome and 
Attendees 

● Gordon Kaye (Chair) 
● Heather Tubb (Treasurer) 
● Becky Entwistle (Secretary) 
● Jenni Hunt 
● Elaine McNaught 
● Andrew O’Brien 
● Lynsey Stewart (P4) 
● George Callaghan 
● Rob Luke 
● Willie French (Headteacher) 
● Catriona Todd (Minute Taker) 

  

Apologies ● Lindsey Burns 
● Beverly Klein 
● Jenni Murray 
● Shona MacDonald 
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Road Safety and 
parking update 
(meeting with Lorna) 

George gave a quick briefing. 
George and Willie met with Lorna Henderson 
where they discussed a 20 mile an hour zone 
for the street. 
The lights were flashing at the time when 
they visited however this can sometimes be 
an issue as they don’t always flash at the right 
time – no one is really clear on what hours 
they should flash, this should be addressed. 
Is it just before and after school or should it 
be at lunchtime as well? 
Other schools have them flashing at lunch 
time as there are half day sessions for nursery 
so they need to be on when they are leaving. 
 
Lots of various ideas came out of the meeting 
with Lorna – check road markings and repaint 
where needed and possibly extend the lines 
as well; school to purchase banners to put on 
the railings outside the school, the kids can 
design these; commit to do a speed survey. 
 
Lorna has not been back in touch since the 
meeting and no progress on these ideas or 
timescales as to when these will happen – 
someone needs to make it their responsibility 
and own this project. 
 
There was a written agreement of what was 
discussed in the meeting but nothing 

Find out the times when 
the lights should be 
flashing at the crossing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Need an answer from 
Lorna and a timescale of 
the ideas in place 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make sure that the lights are 
flashing before and after school 
and also at lunchtime as well.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George to follow up an email 
with Lorna and get some more 
commitment from her. George 
will take responsibility of 
keeping in touch with Lorna and 
making sure we push this 
forward.  
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happened since – what can we do going 
forward? 
 
Posters can be started as of now with the 
children. There are now junior road Safety 
officers (JRSO) in place. They are putting 
together ideas and inviting other children to 
join in the design of the posters – need a 
timescale for this project 
Can we engage with local councillors and 
MSPs? Can we ask for a happy/sad face to be 
installed in the area to try and stop people 
speeding? This may be expensive but worth 
asking 
 
Can we put pressure on police to go out with 
a speed gun to emphasise the need for action 
here.  
This is not something that we can do 
ourselves as it could result in an accident – 
need the backing of the police.  
 
New cycle routes to high school – Beverly and 
George. At the recent meeting all the 
primaries and secondaries agreed to have 
safe route in place for Portobello High school. 
Councillors have been very keen on other 
routes in the city so they will be keen on this 
idea too.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rob will follow up with 
councillors on the happy/sad 
face idea – seems like a local 
council MP initiative. 
 
 
Becky to ask the police and ask 
for radar reading of speed. 
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Homework Policy, 
feedback from Parent 
teacher evening - Willie 

Willie reports: 
Processes, homework and spelling curricular 
priorities in improvement plan were the 
topics for parents to discuss 
40 parents turned up to the meeting and 
shared their views and experiences relating 
to homework. The feedback was very varied, 
many parents are passionate about this topic. 
 
There was a huge bullet points for feedback. 
Some think it is not necessary and their child 
can spend their evenings in different ways 
that will help with their education. 
 
Willie has looked at these views with 
teachers on the incentive day and the next 
step is to speak to the children and see their 
views.  
Staff response – they would like to see 
continuous reading as forms of homework 
however it was reported that children 
enjoyed homework but didn’t like reading.  
 
The books are prescribed by their teachers 
but maybe if the pupils could choose their 
own book, they would prefer this.  
Teachers find it impossible to personalise 
homework as it is too much planning 
 
Some other responses from the meeting:  

Continuous parents 
meetings for feedback 
on homework is really 
useful.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not sure how changing 
the name will take off, 
as it will always be know 

Willie to collate all ideas from 
the parents, teachers and 
children to see what the most 
popular are.  
 
Willie to speak with the children 
and get their views on 
homework, what they like, what 
they don’t like and what they 
think the best name for 
homework is.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worth a try in changing the 
name as it has been done with 
other things in the past. Best to 

 



5/9 

Need more clarity on when the homework is 
due; the title “homework” might not be the 
best, maybe something with a less negative 
connotation for example “home learning”  
 
This topic can be debated back and forward 
however we still need to consult with the 
children to see their views.  
 
The homework policy needs updated and this 
will give a clearer indication to parents what 
is expected from their children when it comes 
to homework. Need to have partnership with 
teachers, pupils and parents and this process 
can be revisited in years to come.  
Continuously working with parents and 
getting their feedback will really help with 
changing the model and policy in place. 
 
 

as homework as it has 
always been this since 
everyone can 
remember. 

see what children would prefer 
to call it and go from there.  

Circus funding 
application update 

Heather and Caroline received the funding – 
huge well done for their efforts. 
Now just need to sort out the date, had the 
idea of coinciding it with the summer fair? 
Still up for debate as don’t really want to 
combine it with the football tournament. 
There will be a big top tent and the children 
will learn circus skills taught by professionals.  
The tent will also be open to be used by the 
community so really want a big emphasis on 
promoting it around.  

 Caroline and Heather to decide 
date with Willie and then start 
planning.  
 
If anyone else wants to be 
involved in the organising, 
then head along to the 
fundraising meetings as 
that’s where it will be 
discussed.  
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Might be a nice idea to have all the events 
together as creates a huge community feel 
etc 
 
Still fairly early days but need to get a date 
set first before the organising can begin. 

Quad and growing area 
update – Lynsey 
Stewart 

Lynsey has spoken with other staff about 
potential uses for the quad. 
The best suggestions were: replace the quad 
with something else, build a playhouse or fix 
the train.  
Other classes have different suggestions with 
ways to improve and add to the quad. 
It’s very encouraging to see that children 
want to use the space and enjoy it.  
Fundraising team can help fund the most 
popular idea. 
 
The train needs to be removed as it is not 
safe anymore – it can be replace with 
something else. 
 
A few projects are a work in progress at the 
moment and looking to make a real start 
before Christmas – Lynsey to give update at 
next meeting. 
 
Different theme suggestions: wildlife; mini 
beasts etc 
 

 
 

Lynsey to gather the most 
popular idea and choose one 
that is affordable and present at 
next meeting. Fundraising team 
can help fund the project. 
 
Lynsey to give update at the 
next meeting of how the work in 
progress is coming along and if 
different classes are getting 
involved. 
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Lego Club update First session has gone really well and huge 
success with the children. 
16 pupils attended for 5 weeks and 
absolutely loved it. 
They were left to free play after they had 
eaten their lunch. 
 
There is another group starting after the 
October holidays with different children 
attending. Had some volunteers to help out 
but always needing more so all welcome.  
Huge thank you to Fiona Dick who has helped 
out every week. 
If it continues after Christmas then there will 
need to be a lot more volunteers. 
Becky has put a survey on facebook for 
feedback and it can be discussed in 
December whether it will carry on into the 
new year.  
 
Becky is keen to keep going as the kids are 
loving it and it promotes collaborative 
working.  
 
The p6/7 volunteers have been brilliant and 
been getting very involved in helping the 
younger pupils. 
 
 
More Lego donations are always welcome 
 

 Becky to report back after 
second session and Facebook 
feedback to see if worth carrying 
on into the new year.  
 
Need to request for more 
donations of Lego.  
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AOCB & DONM Updates from Willie: 
Other news: 
 
Brian Cairnie has been monitoring and 
updating the website and since the start of 
last session it has been averaging 127 hits a 
day and can sometimes reach up to 220. Lots 
of picture evidence of activities within the 
school is being published on the website now 
– makes it more interesting to read.  
 
Now have football at 2 stages in the school, 
Gordon, Allan and Ross have been coaching 
the p5 team. 
P7 football team, is this possible? Need 
volunteers to coach the team and no one 
suitable has come forward. 
 
There will soon be a facility for parents to 
make online payments to the school and this 
will hope to be up and running for next term. 
This will allow parents to pay for trips and 
lunches etc online. 
 
Still £1,700 not allocated with the funds. Vote 
to buy more tables for summer fair, 
Christmas fair etc? 
 
Having our own tables will be a lot easier and 
save having to use the teachers tables in the 
classrooms 

n/a 
 

n/a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See if there are any volunteers 
who are willing to coach a P7 
team. Ideally start for next year 
so they can get some time 
playing in competitions etc.  
 
 
n/a 
 
 
 
 
 
Consult with Emil to see where 
the tables can be stored.  
 
Check how much the tables will 
cost 
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D.O.N.M 29th Nov 2016 is the next fundraising 

meeting at the Ellwyn Hotel from 
7.30pm - all welcome. 
 
13 Dec 2016 is the next PC meeting 
7.30pm till 9pm in the staff room - all 
welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


